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him for his leadership on this and 
many of the issues that are facing our 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. ROYCE. Thank you very much, 
Chairman, for yielding. 

I rise in support of this resolution, of 
which I am an original cosponsor. 

I think Members are very rightly 
concerned now, as the same technology 
that’s used to put a satellite into space 
is also used to launch a ballistic mis-
sile. This experiment by North Korea is 
definitely an advance for them. It is 
definitely a threat to the region. It is 
definitely a threat to the United States 
because what we’re talking about here 
are three-stage ICBMs. 

It is estimated that North Korea has 
spent $3 billion since 1998 on that mis-
sile program, which is the amount of 
money that would have bought enough 
corn to feed that country over the last 
3 years. I have been to North Korea, 
and I’ve seen the malnutrition. Instead 
of feeding its people, it continues to 
plow billions of dollars into its mili-
tary. That’s the type of despicable re-
gime we’re dealing with—where $3 bil-
lion went into this project instead of 
feeding the population. This is why the 
House has passed legislation to pro-
hibit the United States from giving 
food aid to North Korea. When we do 
so, money is fungible, and we have 
found in the past that that aid is both 
used to feed the military and it’s sold 
on the exchange for hard currency. 

U.S. policy towards North Korea— 
hoping that North Korea will give up 
its weapons for aid—has been a failure. 
It has been a bipartisan failure, frank-
ly, for decades, and it has gotten us 
now to this point. The hope that North 
Korea can be induced to abandon its 
ambitions for nuclear weapons and 
missiles distracts us, unfortunately. It 
distracts us from pursuing the very 
policies that might actually change the 
behavior of the regime and support its 
people. 

In going forward, we need to move 
away from an unimaginative policy 
here to one with energy and creativity 
and focus. Let’s tackle North Korea’s 
illicit activities—its missile and drug 
proliferation, its counterfeiting of U.S. 
currency. This regime will do anything 
for money. As many North Koreans 
who have left will tell you, this is a 
gangster regime. Let’s interfere with 
those shipments and disrupt the bank 
accounts that are used. Let’s ramp up 
radio broadcasts into the country 
where there is evidence that the infor-
mation wall is cracking. We see that 
with the defectors who are telling us 
about how much they oppose the re-
gime now. Let’s help the refugees who 
are literally dying to escape the prison 
north of the 38th parallel. 

Severely weakening the regime is the 
only way to make the Korean penin-
sula secure. Until it was dropped in 
favor of a failed diplomacy program 
several years ago, the Treasury Depart-
ment went after North Korea. If we can 
remember 2006, we went after North 
Korea’s ill-gotten gains that were 

parked in a Macau bank. We put the 
brakes on North Korea’s counterfeiting 
of U.S. currency. We cut the flow of 
currency to the regime. The head of 
state could not pay his generals. It cre-
ated a crisis inside North Korea. 

That policy was mistakenly dropped. 
I’d like to see it reapplied. Let’s go 
back to where we are proactively de-
fending U.S. interests instead of just 
condemning another North Korean 
provocation every few months. Let’s do 
something that has been proven to 
work in terms of putting the pressure 
on North Korea. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
also have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the concurrent 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 145, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 
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CONDEMNING IRAN FOR PERSECU-
TION OF BAHA’I MINORITY 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 134) condemning 
the Government of Iran for its state- 
sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of 
the International Covenants on Human 
Rights, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 134 

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 
1996, 2000, 2006, 2008, and 2009, Congress de-
clared that it deplored the religious persecu-
tion by the Government of Iran of the Baha’i 
community and would hold the Government 
of Iran responsible for upholding the rights 
of all Iranian nationals, including members 
of the Baha’i faith; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated that the Government of Iran ‘‘pro-
hibits Baha’is from teaching and practicing 
their faith and subjects them to many forms 
of discrimination that followers of other re-
ligions do not face’’ and that ‘‘Baha’is are 
barred from all leadership positions in the 
government and military’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘Baha’is are banned from the social 
pension system. In addition, Baha’is are reg-
ularly denied compensation for injury or 
criminal victimization and the right to in-
herit property. Baha’i marriages and di-
vorces are not officially recognized, although 
the government allows a civil attestation of 
marriage to serve as a marriage certifi-
cate.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State July-De-
cember 2010 International Religious Freedom 
Report stated, ‘‘Since the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution, the government has killed more than 
200 Bahai’s and regularly raids and con-
fiscates their property . . . Unknown assail-
ants vandalized cemeteries and holy places, 
and school authorities denigrated and abused 
Baha’i students in primary and secondary 
schools in at least 10 cities.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State July-De-
cember 2010 International Religious Freedom 
Report stated, ‘‘Public and private univer-
sities continued to deny admittance to or 
expel Baha’i students.’’; 

Whereas on September 15, 2011, the United 
Nations Secretary-General issued a special 
report on human rights in Iran (A/66/361), 
stating, ‘‘Restrictions on the overall enjoy-
ment of human rights by unrecognized reli-
gious minorities, particularly the Baha’i 
community, remain of serious concern.’’; 

Whereas on September 23, 2011, the ‘‘United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation 
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran’’, issued a report (A/66/374), noting that 
‘‘[a] number of individuals and organizations 
provided the Special Rapporteur with first- 
hand testimonies, the preponderance of 
which presents a pattern of systemic viola-
tions of . . . fundamental human rights’’ in 
Iran, and expressed concern regarding re-
ports of ‘‘human and civil rights violations’’ 
against minority groups, including ‘‘the 
Bahai community, which, despite being the 
largest non-Muslim religious minority, does 
not enjoy recognition as such by the Govern-
ment’’ and whose members ‘‘have histori-
cally suffered multifaceted discrimination’’; 

Whereas on November 21, 2011, the Third 
Committee of the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted a draft resolution (A/C.3/ 
66/L.56) noting ‘‘[i]ncreased persecution and 
human rights violations against unrecog-
nized religious minorities, particularly mem-
bers of the Baha’i Faith, including escalating 
attacks on Baha’is and their defenders, in-
cluding in State-sponsored media, a signifi-
cant increase in the number of Baha’is ar-
rested and detained, including the targeted 
attack on the Baha’i educational institution, 
the reinstatement of twenty-year sentences 
against seven Baha’i leaders following deeply 
flawed legal proceedings, and renewed meas-
ures to deny Baha’is employment in the pub-
lic and private sectors.’’; 

Whereas on December 19, 2011, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/66/175) calling upon the Govern-
ment of Iran ‘‘[t]o eliminate discrimination 
against, and exclusion of . . . members of the 
Baha’i Faith, regarding access to higher edu-
cation, and to eliminate the criminalization 
of efforts to provide higher education to 
Baha’i youth denied access to Iranian uni-
versities’’; 

Whereas in March and May of 2008, intel-
ligence officials of the Government of Iran in 
Mashhad and Tehran arrested and impris-
oned Mrs. Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr. 
Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr. 
Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs. 
Mahvash Sabet, and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm, the 
members of the ad hoc leadership group for 
the Baha’i community in Iran; 
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Whereas, in August 2010, the Revolutionary 

Court in Tehran sentenced the 7 Baha’i lead-
ers to 20-year prison terms on charges of spy-
ing for Israel, insulting religious sanctities, 
and propaganda against the regime; 

Whereas the lawyers for the 7 leaders were 
reportedly provided extremely limited access 
to the prisoners and their files; 

Whereas these 7 Baha’i leaders were tar-
geted solely on the basis of their religion; 

Whereas beginning on May 22, 2011, offi-
cials of the Government of Iran in Tehran, 
Karaj, Isfahan, and Shiraz raided the homes 
of individuals associated with the Baha’i In-
stitute for Higher Education, searching over 
30 homes, seizing educational materials, and 
arresting approximately 16 individuals; 

Whereas, in October 2011, Mr. Vahid 
Mahmoudi, Mr. Mahmoud Badavam, Ms. 
Noushin Khadem, Mr. Kamran Mortezaie, 
Mr. Farhad Sedghi, Mr. Riaz Sobhani, and 
Mr. Ramin Zibaie were each sentenced to 4 
or 5-year prison terms for the crime of 
‘‘membership in the deviant Baha’i sect, 
with the goal of taking action against the se-
curity of the country, in order to further the 
aims of the deviant sect and those of organi-
zations outside the country,’’ and, in Janu-
ary 2012, Mr. Mahmoudi was released on pro-
bation; 

Whereas ordinary Iranian citizens who be-
long to the Baha’i Faith are disproportion-
ately targeted, interrogated, and detained 
under the pretext of national security; 

Whereas the efforts of the Government of 
Iran to collect information on individual Ba-
ha’is are reportedly ongoing as evidenced by 
a letter, dated November 5, 2011 from the Di-
rector of the Department of Education in the 
county of Shahriar in the province of 
Tehran, instructing the directors of schools 
in his jurisdiction to ‘‘subtly and in a con-
fidential manner’’ collect information on 
Baha’i students; 

Whereas the Baha’i community continues 
to undergo intense economic and social pres-
sure, including an ongoing campaign in the 
town of Semnan where the government re-
portedly has harassed and detained Baha’is 
and closed 17 Baha’i owned businesses in the 
last three years; 

Whereas the Government of Iran is party 
to the International Covenants on Human 
Rights; and 

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 
2010 (Public Law 111–195) urges the President 
and the Secretary of State to impose sanc-
tions on ‘‘the officials of the Government of 
Iran and other individuals who are respon-
sible for continuing and severe violations of 
human rights and religious freedom in Iran’’: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns the Government of Iran for 
its state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i 
minority and its continued violation of the 
International Covenants on Human Rights; 

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the seven leaders, the six 
imprisoned educators, and all other prisoners 
held solely on account of their religion; 

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of 
State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human 
rights and demand the immediate release of 
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and 

(4) urges the President and Secretary of 
State to utilize measures, such as those 
available under the Comprehensive Iran 
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment 
Act of 2010 and Executive Order 13553, to 
sanction officials of the Government of Iran 
and other individuals directly responsible for 

egregious human rights violations in Iran, 
including against the Baha’i community. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material 
into the RECORD on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of House Resolution 134 introduced by 
my good friend and colleague from Illi-
nois (Mr. DOLD). 

House Resolution 134 condemns the 
Iranian regime’s persecution of Iran’s 
Baha’i minority. Baha’is are the larg-
est non-Muslim minority in Iran, num-
bering over 300,000 members in Iran 
alone. This resolution marks the 12th 
congressional action urging the Iranian 
regime to end its persecution of the 
Baha’i minority. And still, Baha’is do 
not have the freedom to practice their 
religion. In fact, restrictions on Ba-
ha’is extend far beyond their religious 
practices to further restrict their civil 
rights and human rights. Many mem-
bers of the Baha’i faith living in Iran 
are even subject to harassment, to per-
secution by the regime, and others 
with extensive reports of confiscation 
of property, restrictions on travel, and 
raids on Baha’i homes and businesses. 
The Iranian Government continues to 
arrest and detain Baha’is based on 
their religious beliefs, with at least 60 
cases logged last year alone. 

The members of the national leader-
ship of the Baha’i in Iran, arrested in 
2008 and unfairly tried with minimal 
access to their defense attorneys, are 
now serving a 20-year sentence for 
crimes, crimes including insulting reli-
gious sanctities and propaganda 
against the regime. The government 
maintains possession of many Baha’i 
properties that were seized following 
the 1979 revolution, including holy 
places, cemeteries, and historical sites. 
Many of those properties have now 
been destroyed. 

Baha’is are barred from leadership 
positions in the government and are 
only permitted to enroll in schools if 
they do not identify themselves to be 
Baha’i and are required to identify as 
members of another religion in order to 
register for their entrance examina-
tions. Many Baha’is are denied admis-
sion to the universities, and even those 
who are admitted may face expulsion 
due to their faith. 

The Baha’i Institute for Higher Edu-
cation, established after Baha’is were 

barred from attending other univer-
sities, was declared illegal this year 
and six educators from that institute 
are currently imprisoned in Iran. 

These are just a fraction of the injus-
tices that the Baha’is face at the hands 
of the Iranian regime. The regime has 
sought to make life as a Baha’i in Iran 
simply unlivable. They seek to take 
away aspects of everyday life that you 
and I would consider fundamental, in-
alienable rights. 

This resolution draws attention to 
their plight and calls on the Iranian re-
gime to end its campaign of abuse 
against the Baha’is. It condemns the 
Iranian regime for the persecution of 
the Baha’is and calls on the regime to 
immediately release the Baha’is that it 
wrongfully holds in captivity, includ-
ing the seven Baha’i leaders and the six 
Baha’i educators; and it calls for the 
President and the Secretary to publicly 
express the same sentiments. 

Finally, the resolution urges the 
President and the Secretary of State to 
use measures already enacted into law 
under the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment 
Act of 2010 to sanction Iranian officials 
responsible for human rights violations 
against Baha’is and others. 

Mr. Speaker, I was a co-author of 
that legislation, and those measures 
are not here for show. They are there 
to punish those responsible for these 
egregious crimes and deter future 
human rights violations. It is therefore 
time for the administration to walk 
the walk and hold the Iranian regime 
officials—from the so-called ‘‘supreme 
leader’’ and Ahmadinejad on down—re-
sponsible for their violations of the 
human rights of the Baha’is and other 
Iranians. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Res. 134, as amend-
ed; and I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, before I get into the 
substance of the bill, I just want to say 
a couple of things as we’re ending the 
112th Congress. In the 113th Congress, 
I’m about to take over as ranking 
member on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. The man I’m replacing, 
who spoke before me, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. BERMAN), I just 
want him to know, which he already 
does, but I want to say it for the record 
how much we’re going to miss him and 
what a role model he really is for all of 
us on the committee, first as chair and 
then as ranking member. There isn’t a 
person on either side of the aisle who 
doesn’t respect him. There isn’t a per-
son who doesn’t understand how impor-
tant he’s been to the Congress the 
many years he has served in Congress, 
and particularly on the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. His shoes are going to be 
very hard to fill. I’m going to try the 
best I can, but I want him to know, 
which he already does, but I want to 
say it for the record that I’m going to 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:30 Jan 01, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A31DE7.011 H31DEPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7502 December 31, 2012 
miss him. I’m going to miss him as a 
friend, and I’m going to miss him as a 
colleague; and I think the Congress as 
a whole will miss him because he’s one 
of the best, and I wish him only the 
very, very best as he moves on to a fu-
ture endeavor. 

Let me also say the gentlewoman 
from Florida, the current chair of the 
committee and former ranking member 
of the committee, she knows the affec-
tion I have for her both personally as a 
friend but also as a colleague, as chair 
of the committee for the past 2 years 
and as ranking member for the pre-
vious 4. She and I have worked to-
gether not only in these past 6 years 
but for all of the years we’ve been in 
Congress, and I think we’ve been in 
Congress for almost the exact same 
time. It’s been a pleasure and an honor 
to work with her, and I continue to 
look forward to collaborating with her 
on all these issues of importance to 
us—we agree on many, many, many 
things—in the 113th Congress. Madam 
Chair, I just want to tell you how much 
we appreciate you on both sides of the 
aisle. 

So let me talk about the bill. I think 
it’s important. I agree with everything 
the chairwoman said. While the inter-
national community is rightfully con-
cerned about Iran’s ties to inter-
national terrorism and its nuclear 
weapons program, we cannot forget 
those who struggle for religious free-
dom and democracy in Iran. 

The Baha’i community has long been 
the target of religious persecution by 
the Iranian regime. Much of its infor-
mal leadership has been arrested, and 
many members of the community exe-
cuted. The Baha’i are not permitted to 
practice their religion and culture. 
Their marriages are not recognized. 
Their dead cannot be buried according 
to Baha’i law, and their cemeteries are 
desecrated. In addition, the Baha’i are 
denied government jobs and business li-
censes. They are not permitted to en-
roll in public universities, and Baha’i 
schoolchildren are frequently harassed 
by classmates, teachers, and adminis-
trators. No human being deserves this 
type of treatment at the hands of their 
government. 

The social teachings of the Baha’i 
faith, such as the equality of women 
and men and the principle of each indi-
vidual’s responsibility to navigate the 
truth, are impossible for the theocratic 
leaders of Iran to comprehend. But 
these are universal values—human val-
ues—and they must be protected. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States and 
the international community must not 
ignore the systematic and violent at-
tacks against the Iranian Baha’i com-
munity, and Tehran must be held ac-
countable. By passing this resolution, 
we shine a light on the persecution of 
the Baha’i and hopefully move us one 
step closer to the day that true free-
dom reaches Iran. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 134, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my good friend from New York 
for those kind words. Mr. ENGEL is a 
true mensch. That’s a good thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD), a member of the 
Financial Services Committee, the 
Tom Lantos Congressional Human 
Rights Committee, and the author of 
this measure, whom we will miss great-
ly. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I certainly 
want to thank the chairwoman for her 
leadership and for her friendship and 
her work on human rights abuses. I 
certainly want to thank the ranking 
member and my friend from New York 
as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I’ve talked at length in 
this Chamber about the human rights 
abuses taking place inside the country 
of Iran. In response to this Iranian re-
gime’s oppressive rule, we have worked 
to promote democracy and human 
rights through a variety of legislative 
tools, and we have championed meas-
ures like the Lautenberg amendment 
to offer a lifeline to those individuals 
who seek nothing more than the free-
dom they cannot find in their home 
country. 

b 1230 

Today I’m proud to stand here with 
my colleagues and encourage others to 
support House Resolution 134, officially 
condemning the Government of Iran 
for its state-sponsored persecution of 
its Baha’i religious minority and for 
the continued violation of human 
rights. It’s time for these continued 
violations of human rights to be fully 
exposed and to receive increased inter-
national attention. 

The Baha’i population is Iran’s larg-
est non-Muslim religious minority. 
Over 300,000 Iranians consider them-
selves part of the Baha’i faith, yet 
since the Islamic revolution of Iran of 
1979, members of the Baha’i faith in 
Iran have faced intense suppression 
solely because of their religious beliefs. 
Baha’is are unrecognized under the Ira-
nian Constitution, and over 200 Baha’is 
have been killed in Iran since the revo-
lution. 

Additionally, Baha’is are wrongfully 
imprisoned and discriminated against 
throughout the country. Baha’is are 
barred from universities, banned from 
government employment, and excluded 
from the social pension system unless 
they deny their religious affiliation. 
Their marriages are not recognized; 
their property is confiscated; their 
holy places and cemeteries have been 
desecrated. 

The situation has worsened consider-
ably, Mr. Speaker, in the last year as 
the number of Baha’is in prison has 
roughly doubled, and there have been 
raids on the Baha’i Institution of High-
er Education, an alternative education 
system that the Baha’i community de-
veloped to educate Baha’i youth who 
are excluded from the state’s univer-
sity system. 

House Resolution 134 condemns the 
state-sponsored persecution performed 
by the Iranian Government and calls 
on it to release the seven imprisoned 
Baha’i leaders, six imprisoned edu-
cators, and all other prisoners held 
solely on account of their religious be-
liefs. Additionally, the resolution calls 
on the President and the Secretary of 
State to condemn the Iranian Govern-
ment’s continued violation of human 
rights. Finally, the resolution urges 
the President and the Secretary of 
State to utilize available measures to 
sanction officials of the Government of 
Iran and other individuals directly re-
sponsible for egregious human rights 
violations, including against the Baha’i 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of the 
importance of this issue, this resolu-
tion currently enjoys over 146 bipar-
tisan cosponsors. On behalf of all those 
who are concerned about human rights 
abuses, and on behalf of the Baha’i 
community in the Tenth District of Il-
linois, which is home to the Baha’i 
Temple of North America—the beau-
tiful temple in Wilmette is one of only 
seven, Mr. Speaker, throughout the 
world—I’d like to encourage my col-
leagues, my friends to vote in support 
of H. Res. 134’s passage. 

I thank you, and I thank, again, the 
chairwoman for her leadership. 

Mr. ENGEL. I have no further speak-
ers, so I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
also have no further requests for time. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise as a 
cosponsor of H. Res 134, a resolution con-
demning the Government of Iran for the state- 
sponsored persecution of its Baha’i minority 
and to thank Representatives DOLD, LIPINSKI 
and SHERMAN for their collaboration on this im-
portant measure. 

Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the Gov-
ernment of Iran has continued to repress Ba-
ha’is and prevent them from participating in 
the government and the military, from joining 
the social pension system or attending public 
schools and universities unless they con-
cealed their faith. 

This resolution calls on the President and 
Secretary of State, in cooperation with the 
international community, to immediately con-
demn the Government of Iran’s violation of the 
human rights of the Baha’i and urges the 
President and Secretary of State to utilize all 
available measures, including sanctions on of-
ficials of the Government of Iran and other in-
dividuals directly responsible for egregious 
human rights violations against the Baha’i 
community and other minorities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 134, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7503 December 31, 2012 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

URGING EUROPEAN UNION TO 
DESIGNATE HIZBALLAH AS A 
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 834) urging the 
governments of Europe and the Euro-
pean Union to designate Hizballah as a 
terrorist organization and impose sanc-
tions, and urging the President to pro-
vide information about Hizballah to 
the European allies of the United 
States and to support the Government 
of Bulgaria in investigating the July 
18, 2012, terrorist attack in Burgas. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 834 

Whereas the Department of State has des-
ignated Hizballah as a foreign terrorist orga-
nization since October 1997; 

Whereas the United States Government 
designated Hizballah a specially designated 
terrorist organization in January 1995 and a 
‘‘Specially Designated Global Terrorist’’ pur-
suant to Executive Order 13224 (66 Fed. Reg. 
49079) in October 2001; 

Whereas Hizballah was established in 1982 
through the direct sponsorship and support 
of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps 
(IRGC) Qods Force and, as a primary ter-
rorist proxy of Iran, continues to receive 
training, weapons, and explosives, as well as 
political, diplomatic, monetary, and organi-
zational aid, from Iran; 

Whereas Hizballah has been implicated in 
multiple acts of terrorism over the past 30 
years, including the bombings in Lebanon in 
1983 of the United States Embassy, the 
United States Marine barracks, and the 
French Army barracks, the airline hijack-
ings and the kidnapping of European, Amer-
ican, and other Western hostages in the 1980s 
and 1990s, and support for the Khobar Towers 
attack in Saudi Arabia that killed 19 Ameri-
cans in 1996; 

Whereas, according to the 2011 Country Re-
ports on Terrorism issued by the Department 
of State, ‘‘Since at least 2004, Hizballah has 
provided training to select Iraqi Shia mili-
tants, including on the construction and use 
of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) that 
can penetrate heavily-armored vehicles.’’; 

Whereas, in 2007, a senior Hizballah opera-
tive, Ali Mussa Daqduq, was captured in Iraq 
with detailed documents that discussed tac-
tics to attack Iraqi and coalition forces, and 
has been directly implicated in a terrorist 
attack that resulted in the murder of 5 mem-
bers of the United States Armed Forces; 

Whereas Hizballah has been implicated in 
the terrorist attacks in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, on the Israeli Embassy in 1992 and the 
Argentine Israelite Mutual Association in 
1994; 

Whereas Hizballah has been implicated in 
acts of terrorism and extrajudicial violence 
in Lebanon, including the assassination of 
political opponents; 

Whereas, in June 2011, the Special Tribunal 
for Lebanon, an international tribunal for 

the prosecution of those responsible for the 
February 14, 2005, assassination of former 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri, issued 
arrest warrants against 4 senior Hizballah 
members, including its top military com-
mander, Mustafa Badr al-Din, identified as 
the primary suspect in the assassination; 

Whereas, according to the 2011 Country Re-
ports on Terrorism issued by the Department 
of State, Hizballah is ‘‘the likely perpe-
trator’’ of 2 bomb attacks that wounded 
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) peacekeepers in Lebanon during 
2011; 

Whereas, according to the October 18, 2012, 
report of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations to the United Nations Secu-
rity Council on the implementation of Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1559 (2004) (in this 
preamble referred to as the ‘‘October 18 Re-
port’’), ‘‘The maintenance by Hizbullah of 
sizeable sophisticated military capabilities 
outside the control of the Government of 
Lebanon . . . creates an atmosphere of in-
timidation in the country[,] . . . puts Leb-
anon in violation of its obligations under 
Resolution 1559 (2004)[,] and constitutes a 
threat to regional peace and stability.’’; 

Whereas, on July 12, 2006, Hizballah en-
gaged in an unprovoked attack on Israel that 
instigated the 2006 Israel-Hizballah War, in 
which Hizballah deliberately targeted Israeli 
civilians and utilized innocent Lebanese as 
human shields in violation of international 
norms; 

Whereas, since the 2006 conflict, Iran and 
Syria have provided substantial assistance 
to Hizballah to rebuild its stockpile of tens 
of thousands of rockets, including sophisti-
cated long-range weapons that can strike 
deep into Israeli territory; 

Whereas John Brennan, Assistant to the 
President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism, stated on October 26, 2012, 
that Hizballah’s ‘‘social and political activi-
ties must not obscure [its] true nature or 
prevent us from seeing it for what it is—an 
international terrorist organization actively 
supported by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps–Quds Force’’; 

Whereas David Cohen, Under Secretary of 
the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial In-
telligence, stated on August 10, 2012, ‘‘Before 
al Qaeda’s attack on the U.S. on September 
11, 2001, Hizballah was responsible for killing 
more Americans in terrorist attacks than 
any other terrorist group’’; 

Whereas, according to a September 13, 2012, 
Department of the Treasury press release, 
‘‘The last year has witnessed Hizballah’s 
most aggressive terrorist plotting outside 
the Middle East since the 1990s.’’; 

Whereas, since 2011, Hizballah has been im-
plicated in thwarted terrorist plots in Azer-
baijan, Cyprus, Thailand, and elsewhere; 

Whereas, on July 18, 2012, a suicide bomber 
attacked a bus in Burgas, Bulgaria, mur-
dering 5 Israeli tourists and the Bulgarian 
bus driver in a terrorist attack that, accord-
ing to Mr. Brennan, ‘‘bore the hallmarks of 
a Hizballah attack’’; 

Whereas Israeli prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has stated regarding the Burgas 
terrorist attack, ‘‘We have unquestionable, 
fully substantiated evidence that this was 
done by Hizballah backed by Iran.’’; 

Whereas Bulgaria is a member of the Euro-
pean Union and of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO); 

Whereas, according to the October 18 Re-
port, ‘‘There have been credible reports sug-
gesting involvement by Hizbullah and other 
Lebanese political forces in support of the 
parties in the conflict in Syria. . . . Such mil-
itant activities by Hizbullah in Syria con-
tradict and undermine the disassociation 
policy of the Government of Lebanon, of 
which Hizbullah is a coalition member.’’; 

Whereas, on October 26, 2012, Mr. Brennan 
stated, ‘‘We have seen Hizballah training 
militants in Yemen and Syria, where it con-
tinues to provide material support to the re-
gime of Bashar al Assad, in part to preserve 
its weapon supply lines.’’; 

Whereas, on August 10, 2012, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury designated Hizballah 
pursuant to Executive Order 13582 (76 Fed. 
Reg. 52209), which targets those responsible 
for human rights abuses in Syria, for pro-
viding support to the Government of Syria; 

Whereas, according to the Department of 
the Treasury, since early 2011, Hizballah 
‘‘has provided training, advice and extensive 
logistical support to the Government of Syr-
ia’s increasingly ruthless effort to fight 
against the opposition’’ and has ‘‘directly 
trained Syrian government personnel inside 
Syria and has facilitated the training of Syr-
ian forces by Iran’s terrorism arm, the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guards Corps–Qods 
Force’’; 

Whereas, on September 13, 2012, the De-
partment of the Treasury designated the 
Secretary-General of Hizballah, Hassan 
Nasrallah, for overseeing ‘‘Hizballah’s efforts 
to help the Syrian regime’s violent crack-
down on the Syrian civilian population’’; 

Whereas, on October 26, 2012, Mr. Brennan 
stated, ‘‘Even in Europe, many countries . . 
. have not yet designated Hizballah as a ter-
rorist organization. Nor has the European 
Union. Let me be clear: failure to designate 
Hizballah as a terrorist organization makes 
it harder to defend our countries and protect 
our citizens. As a result, for example, coun-
tries that have arrested Hizballah suspects 
for plotting in Europe have been unable to 
prosecute them on terrorism charges’’; and 

Whereas, on October 26, 2012, Mr. Brennan 
called on the European Union to designate 
Hizballah as a terrorist organization, saying, 
‘‘European nations are our most sophisti-
cated and important counterterrorism part-
ners, and together we must make it clear 
that we will not tolerate Hizballah’s crimi-
nal and terrorist activities.’’: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) urges the governments of Europe and 
the European Union to designate Hizballah 
as a terrorist organization so that Hizballah 
cannot use the territories of the European 
Union for fundraising, recruitment, financ-
ing, logistical support, training, and propa-
ganda; 

(2) urges the governments of Europe and 
the European Union to impose sanctions on 
Hizballah for providing material support to 
Bashar al Assad’s ongoing campaign of vio-
lent repression against the people of Syria; 

(3) expresses support for the Government of 
Bulgaria as it conducts an investigation into 
the July 18, 2012, terrorist attack in Burgas, 
and expresses hope that the investigation 
can be successfully concluded and that the 
perpetrators can be identified as quickly as 
possible; 

(4) urges the President to provide all nec-
essary diplomatic, intelligence, and law en-
forcement support to the Government of Bul-
garia to investigate the July 18, 2012, ter-
rorist attack in Burgas; 

(5) reaffirms support for the Government of 
Bulgaria by the United States as a member 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), and urges the United States, NATO, 
and the European Union to work with the 
Government of Bulgaria to safeguard its ter-
ritory and citizens from the threat of ter-
rorism; and 

(6) urges the President to make available 
to European allies and the European public 
information about Hizballah’s terrorist ac-
tivities, efforts to subvert democracy within 
Lebanon, and provision of material support 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:30 Jan 01, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K31DE7.056 H31DEPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-01T09:43:27-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




